
 
 

 
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Climate politics and governance across the globe involve an increasing number of interest groups such as from 
business and civil society. Against this backdrop, it matters a great deal whether interest group mobilization are 
able to influence climate policy-making. First, there is an increasing number of climate policy supporters like 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and green businesses lobbying in favor of additional climate policies. 
Second, there is also strong mobilization of groups from energy-intensive and fossil fuel industries lobbying against 
potentially costly climate policies. In this paper, we investigate the potential effects of these mobilization patterns. 
More precisely, we ask whether there is any systematic effect of competing interest group mobilization on national 
climate policy production. To this end, we harness arguments from literatures on interest group mobilization and 
climate policy-making. Empirically, we exploit a comprehensive global dataset on the adoption of national climate 
laws and interest group mobilization (over 4,000 organizations) between 1997 and 2016. The results show that 
the increasing mobilization of climate policy supporters is positively related to national climate policy production. 
Climate policy opponents are able to weaken this effect, but are hardly able to block new climate laws. The results 
add to our understanding of climate politics focusing on the role of business organizations and NGOs. This is highly 
policy relevant for both analysts and practitioners given that the Paris Agreement relies heavily on national policy 
efforts. 
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Marcel Hanegraaff is an Associate Professor in Political Science at the University of Amsterdam. His dissertation 
(defended in 2014) focused on explaining the development transnational interest group communities, as well as 
the strategic action by interest groups in the context of global governance. He researches the politics of interest 
representation in a transnational and EU context, as well as on the functioning of international organizations in 
the fields of climate change and global trade. He currently works on a NWO funded project focusing on the 
agenda setting power of interest groups in the European Union. His work has appeared, among others, in 
Comparative Political Studies, European Journal of Political Research, European Union Politics, Journal of European 
Public Policy, Governance, Review of International Organizations, and West European Politics. 


